
                           

TOSSafter Overview 
Giving every child a chance to experience the discipline of thinking through the art of making. 

	

About TOSS 
What is the Old School Studio? 
(TOSS) is a non-profit art advocacy studio that promotes health and wellbeing by educating and 
supporting our community through the arts. Our first initiative is TOSSafter, an afterschool art studio 
for kids in grades k-8. This program pairs artists in residency with students in a studio art experience.  
Who runs TOSS? 
Art professionals run TOSS with a passion to advocate for Burke County. Founded in the summer of 
2015 by Kirksey Lowther and Kathryn Ervin, TOSS is currently in partnership with the Burke Arts 
Council. TOSS is dedicated to recruiting knowledgeable teachers and artists and will be welcoming 
two members to its team this fall: a Studio Director, Hannah Thrower, and a guest Artist-in-Resident 
(to be announced).  
What has TOSS done? 
Our students made profound strides last year. Our after-school students spent over 500 hours in the 
studio. In addition to using a variety of art materials and methods, they directed and produced a play, 
created animations, designed TOSS t-shirts, produced a coloring book, and manned craft booths at 
an end-of-the-year event. TOSS had two exhibitions this past year: one hosted by the Blue Ridge 
Carolinas HealthCare System, the other hosted by the town of Morganton at City Hall. The directors of 
TOSS exhibited their own work, hosted workshops and events, participated in craft shows, led a mural 
project, and taught in schools. Learn more about their activities last year on our website and sign up 
for our newsletter to receive regular updates. 
Learn more at our Open House! 
We are offering an Open House for sponsors on Tuesday, August 16th from 6-8pm in our studio at 510 
College Street. Meet the team, see our studios, and here more about what makes TOSS a great 
investment. There will be an informal Q.A. session at 7:30pm by Studio Directors Kirksey Lowther and 
Hannah Thrower.   

 
Contact us at www.tosstudio.org 

 



 

 
TOSSafter FAQ 
What is the TOSSafter vision? 
At TOSS our goal is to offer an art experience that will have a lasting impact at an affordable rate. We 
want to give every child a chance to experience the discipline of thinking through the art of making. 
Studies show that art education equips students with better problem-solving skills who test higher in 
every subject at school. Our emphasis is to cultivate sophisticated learners using the visual arts as our 
guide; we offer a wide range of tools, and on any given day you might see the unfolding of theatrical 
productions, animation, product design, or digital design.  We are invested in developing the skill sets 
and abilities of students in our community, who will someday be the next generation of entrepreneurs, 
professionals, practitioners, and leaders.  
How do I get involved? 
Fill out an application with your child online: tosstudio.org! 
When does it happen? 
+ First Term (14 weeks): September 12- December 15 
+ Second Term (18 weeks): January 17th-May 25th 
We break for holidays and these are updated on our calendar. Students enrolling in the fall term must 
indicate their interest in continuing in the spring before Christmas break. 
How are the studio sessions organized? 
    M-TH; 3-5pm 
 + Monday: k-1 
 + Tuesday:  Grades 2-3 
 + Wednesday: Grades 4-5 
 + Thursday: Middle-School 
Where do we meet? 
TOSS. 510 College St. Morganton, NC. 28655 The entry is in the back of building-up the stairs, 4th 
door on the left. Currently we do not offer transportation to the studio. 
How much does it cost?  
At the rate of $35/month: 
$140 - 4 Month Fall term 
$175 - 5 Month Spring term 
Payment is due by the 1st week of the month. Regardless of the variant number of weeks per month, 
the $35 monthly rate will remain the same- it is averaged to accommodate the variants and holidays. 
Deals and Discounts 
+After full-price tuition for first the child, siblings can attend at a 30% discount. 
+Register and pay upfront for the entire year and receive a 10% discount 
Are there scholarships available? 
Yes!  We award a sliding scale rate and full scholarships based on need. We also offer two partial 
scholarships for students whos parent(s) are interested in a Work/Trade position at TOSS.  You can 
indicate your interest in these opportunities when filling out the TOSSafter application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TOSSafter Student Sponsorship 
Learn how you can sponsor a child in need.	

 
Why sponsor a child at TOSS?  
At TOSS our goal is to offer an art experience that will have a lasting impact at an affordable rate. We 
want to give every child a chance to experience the discipline of thinking through the art of making. 
Studies show that art education equips students with better problem-solving skills who test higher in 
every subject at school. Our emphasis is to cultivate sophisticated learners using the visual arts as our 
guide; we also offer a wide range of tools, and on any given day you might see the unfolding of 
theatrical productions, animation, product design, or digital design.  We are invested in developing the 
skill sets and abilities of students in our community, who will someday be the next generation of 
entrepreneurs, professionals, practitioners, and leaders. By sponsoring a student, you are directly 
investing in this future.  
What exactly will I be paying for? 
A school year at TOSS costs $315 at the rate of $35 a month. Each student participates in a weekly, 
two-hour studio session throughout the school year. TOSS offers families in need a sliding scale 
tuition rate, work/trade scholarships, and full scholarships. Your sponsorship will help us make this 
possible. Until September 1st, TOSS is offering a sponsorship reduction. Your donation will provide a 
full scholarship to a student in need. 
 

 Annual tuition  Sponsorship rate 

Per Student $315 $275 
 

How do you select the students who will receive sponsorship? 
Our scholarships are awarded as funds are made available. A lottery will determine which candidates 
will be awarded a scholarship. To be eligible, candidates must confirm that their income falls at or 
below a certain amount. Only one scholarship can be awarded per household.  
Will I see a return on my investment?  
Yes! TOSS has pledged to equip its students with tools and experiences that will enhance not only 
their lives, but also the community. We put on art shows, organize community events, and offer our 
resources to Burke County at large. TOSS also offers businesses a number of benefits when they 
commit to sponsoring a student. 
How do I know you will be responsible with my investment? 
TOSS has pledged to be fiscally transparent; our budget, payroll, and revenue are viewable upon 
request. When we seek grants from corporate and individual constituents our requests are for specific 
needs and go directly to those areas- we believe in 100% transparency.  
How do I become a Sponsor? 
Visit our sponsorship page at tosstudio.org to get all the details on sponsorship levels and our rates 
through Sept 1st. 

 
 


